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Introduction:

First of all, let me greet you all good morning. I would like to express my appreciation to the organizers: The Kookmin Bank and the YMCAs of Korea for initiating this International Partners Meeting for RaonAtti Program: “Together with Friends of Asia.”
My task today is a tough one - to discuss the realities in Asia to help us understand the people whom youwill be working and living with in the next five (5) months during your assignment in particular communities of an Asian country. I must admit at the outset that I can only share general ideas and information since I am only most familiar with my country (the Philippines) and there are at least (9) nine countries and realities that we are talking about.  My approach, therefore, will be to use comparative data for similar conditions/situations.
Also, since we are your partners coming from YMCA, I will be using the perspective and framework of someone who has long been immersed in the YMCA work. I will take up some issues and concerns the way we read and perceive them at the YMCA. 
I. Situation: Asian Reality

The Social, Political, Economic, Environmental and Cultural Scenes
1. Asian Population

· Total Population: 
4.052 Billion; 20-40% are youth ages 15-24 years old
2. Unemployment Crisis -  the lack of stable, adequately paid local employment opportunities; there are thousands who seek overseas employment everyday.
Philippines:
Unemployment Rate – 8%



Underemployment Rate – 18.95% (19%)

3. EXODUS / BRAIN DRAIN
· Close to 3,000 OFWs leave the Philippines each day about 60,000/month, an unacceptable social costs!

4. Global Financial Crisis – expectedly, more people will lose their jobs and increase the already high rate of unemployment and underemployment.
Philippine Situation: out of 430,102 graduates in 2007, only 40% can get a job




750,000 workers per year are laid-off 

Youth Employment Options: 
work at call centers




or go abroad

5. Extreme Poverty: 75% of Filipinos live below poverty line
· 11 M Filipinos (12.4%) – live on $1.00/day

· 7.4 M Filipinos (8.4%) – live on 75¢ - $ 1.00/day

· 3.6 M Filipinos (4.0%) – live on 50¢ – 60¢ / day 
· 22 M Filipinos (24.8%) – live on $1.00 or less / day

       * From the International Food Policy Research Institute 
6. Widespread Hunger:  
1 Billion around the world are suffering from hunger 

due to: Food Crisis/ 

everyday since 1988; 790 million chronically hungry,
Extreme Poverty 

2/3 comes from Asia and Pacific





3.4 M Filipinos experience involuntary hunger as of 

    2007
7. Uprooted People and Refugees
· 14 Million refugees around the globe as of 2007

8. Growing tensions and conflicts between and among cultures and races

9. Landless farmers

10. Global crisis of the environment 


[image: image1]
II. The Asian Youth, Who are You?

A. Urban Population: 14-20% of Asia’s total population are youth
· U.N. predicts that level of urbanization will rise from 39.9%  to 54.5% by 2030
· The number of youth will increase to about 460 million by 2030
· Even with a decline in proportion of population in the 15-24 age  group, the overall size of the urban youth population will be large to be either ignored or given marginal attention.
· Given the levels of education among youth and the activity rates in the age group of 15-24 years, the youth have a potentially large impact on the growth, poverty, education and MDG goals and objectives in Asian countries.

B. Urban Transition:

· Size of urban population is currently estimated at 1.56 billion of the world’s total urban population
· 68.9% of the urban population of the developing world.
· Expected to increase to 2.31 billion by 2030
· Declining average annual growth from 2.67% to 1.76% by 2025-2030
· Another feature is the rise and dominance of mega cities

= from 8 urban agglomeration of two (2) Tokyo/Shanghai

= in 2000 UN identified 42 cities of which 19 were in Asia

= China and India account for 54.4% of Asia’s total urban population

· Migration is an important component in the process of Asia’s urbanization
· 20-30% by rural-urban migration ages 15-24 age group.
· Youth play an important part in urban economic growth

· while data on this contribution to economic growth is not available, the fact that there is positive correlation between urbanization and GDP, suggests that the youth contribute to the growth process.

C. In Conclusion:

· The process of urbanization in Asia like in other regions has been accompanied by the spread of poverty and deprivation.  It is characterized by the following:

· slums account for 30-40% of population in many Asian cities
· poverty incidences ranges between 12-40%
· households without water and sanitation facilities in the premises indicate deprivation
· severely stressed out on account of non-available services
· inadequate income to support daily needs
· insecurity of job-tenure
· inaccessible basic medical/health services  

The UN-HABITAT notes that poverty affects the majority of the world’s children and youth, “In many informal settlements where the majority of young people live in many cities, the appalling living standards, inadequate shelter and social services rarely offer adequate social structures. It is said that poverty has an alarming impact on the lives of children and young people and has been associated with social exclusions.”  ( Dr. Om Prakash Mathur, New Delhi, India)    

The Asian Youth and  Contemporary Labels and Characterization:

· Instant Generation

· Tetrapack Generation

· Guiltless Generation

· MTV Generation

· Dot.com or On-line Generation which connotes Internet and Computer Technology

· Western Consumerist Lifestyle: Lucrative and Acquisitive 

· 5 Cs (Cell phones, Cars, Computers, Credit Cards and Club Membership)

For example:

· How many million/billion owners of cellular phones there are in Asia?

· In Philippines alone, there are 38 million

· How many text messages are sent everyday?

· In Philippines alone, there are about 110 million text messages sent everyday

And 3.5 million local Friendster accounts  

· Examples of Guiltless Generation: How much time and money do you spend partying, watching movies/television or malling?  One Filipino businessman has something to say about this (Tim Yap) “There is a mind set which I think is so passé that says: “The country is in shambles and is having a hard time and you are out there partying.” But this generation is guiltless when it comes to that.”
Issues/Problems:

· Young women and children as commodity
· the number of abused and exploited youth and children will increase

            In the Philippines: 
17,929 are abused/year;




60,000 are pushed to prostitution




  3,200 are expected to join/work in entertainment sector

Increase in number of incidence on:

· STDs /HIV and AIDS

· Unwanted Pregnancies

· Sexual Violence
· Increasing number of suicides

· Increasing number of juveniles

(Have you heard about the story of American Idol Julie Houston; story of two (2) Chinese friends who killed his friends)












































Teach by showing


Learn by doing


Not a showcase but a pattern.


Not odds and ends but a system


Not piecemeal but integrated approach


Not to conform but to transform


Not relief but release.














Be identified with them, are you ready to embrace their “culture”, eat what they eat and sleep where they sleep at least once in a while?





We need to practice respect and tolerance.





Declining farm hectarage





Increasing population





Agri-crops for


 biofuel





Climate change-induced disasters





Oil-dependent food  production systems





Low public investment in agriculture





Food crisis





YMCA 


As a


Christian


Org.





CLEAR 


MISSION








Our Mission:     YMCA Challenge 21 Challenges


the Youth





 Motto: “Serving Sustainable Local Communities, Towards Sustainable Asian Communities” 





“Development by the People & For the People” or Participatory Development Approach 


(Working together for a common purpose) 





YMCA 


As an


NGO





Healthy & strong relations and partnership with other sectors








Working directly with people in communities





Preparing the volunteers to work with communities


Orientation (cultural/social, economic, political)


Language preparation


 Capacity building (skills in organizing, etc.)








Working together towards fostering global citizenship





Developing and enhancing volunteerism as a strategy in the attainment of a sustainable community

















Strengthening the local capacity & capability to carry out poverty alleviation projects.











Government & Non Government Support





Resources 








Strong Leadership w/ Clear Vision





Enabling, legal, political, social environment





Learning together – with and from each other; the need to be flexible in different situations.





Strong partnership and mutual support between and among Government and non-Government Agencies





Strong Partnership and Support of GOs & NGOs 


Clarity of roles and functions of all stakeholders





Presence and support of local government units, including security and safety of participants 





Putting the pieces together = A SUSTAINABLE PROJECT UNDERTAKING! 








Clear Mission





Responsive & Effective Community Programs 





Committed constituents/ members/ volunteers








Accountability 





Healthy & strong relations and partnership with other sectors 








Resources 





Skills Development & Capacity Building








Enabling legal, political, social, environment 





Clear objectives &, realistic action plans





Available local human and material resources 





Working directly with people in communities





Strong Leadership with Clear Vision








Clear objectives and realistic action plans








Responsive & Effective Community Programs 





Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ and striving for spiritual, intellectual and physical well-being of individuals and wholeness of communities.


Empowering all, especially young people and women to take increased responsibilities and assume leadership at all levels and working towards an equitable society.


Advocating for and promoting the rights of women and upholding the rights of children.


Fostering dialogue and partnership between people of different faiths and ideologies and recognizing the cultural identities of people and promoting cultural renewal.


Committing to work in solidarity with the poor, disposed, uprooted people and oppressed racial, religious and ethnic minorities.


Seeking to be mediators and reconcilers in situations of conflict and working for meaningful participation and advancement of people for their own self-determination.


Defending God’s creation against all that would destroy it and preserving and protecting the earth’s resources for coming generations.  





To foster global citizenship for young people in Korea as well as in the region through their engagement in sustainable community development within Korea local community and communities in Asia.


To support the works of the movement in our region those are playing significant roles in building sustainable community and fostering global citizenship.


To seek for alternative survey for intra-regional cooperation in both bi-lateral and multi-lateral approaches in consultation with the Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs.





Go to the People


Live among them


Learn from them


Plan with them


Work with them


Start with what they know


Build on what they have.



































