The National Council of YMCAs of Japan

Japan YMCA Youth Global Citizenship Project 2009  -Summer Training in Tozanso-

Introduction

We have been impacted by globalization both in positive and negative way, and the issues in the community and in the world are more complicated than before. 

In the world council of YMCAs held in South Africa, 2006, we confirmed that it is one of the high priority matters to develop the youth as global citizens, utilizing a worldwide YMCA network.       

Following the resolution, Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs has been calling for development of strategies to put the concept into practice. In 2008 APAY carried out two programs in Japan; Regional Youth Roundtable on Globalization and Global Citizenship in July, and Forum on Global Citizenship in October.

Moving on to the next stage, Japan YMCA will launch “Japan YMCA Global Citizenship Project 2009” as a national project. This will be a year program for the youth in Japan, composed of national and international trainings, and fieldwork in the community. As part of this program, we will have summer training in Tozanso for a week which all trainees gather. Training contents are presentation, workshops, field study and so on. 

Therefore, Japan YMCA would like to invite the youth leaders interested in global issues mainly from North East Asian countries to the summer training in Tozanso. Deliberating global issues and the strategies to settle them together, we hope to expand our field of vision, and move forward with the YMCA movement on a global scale as well as in North East Asia.

Objectives
1. To consider the impact of globalization in Asia, and the practical actions to tackle the issues. 
2. To deepen the understanding on global citizenship which YMCAs are promoting.
3. To deepen our relationship and make a network of YMCA global citizenship in Asia.
Programme Content

There will be input presentations, discussion, and workshops of development education. Participants also will go to field study, and present the action plan on the last day. About 70 Japanese youth will take part in this program together, who are all trainees involved in a year program, “Japan YMCA Global Citizenship Project 2009”. 　
Methodology
The program will be interactive and participatory. Besides key inputs, group work, discussion, and field study will be used for learning and sharing. 

Dates: 22-28 August, 2009　

Please plan your arrival at Narita Airport before 18:30 on 22 August, and departure after 11:00 on 28 August. If you extend the stay in Japan before/ after the program on own cost, the Japan YMCA will arrange the accommodation.
Venue: Tozanso, Japan

The Venue is Tozanso, about 3 hours from the Narita International Airport. Volunteer/ staff of the Japan YMCA will pick you up at the airport, and take you to the Tozanso by bus which runs regularly. 
<YMCA Tozanso Internationa Conference Center>

1052 Higashiyama, Gotemba, 
Shizuoka 412-0024

Tel: +81-550-83-1133  Fax: +81-550-83-1138　

Website: http://www.ymcajapan.org/tozanso/eindex.htm
Participation Fee:
We will cover full board, lodging and transportation expenses for the entire period of Tozanso program in Japan, excluding air ticket, VISA, and other personal expenses.
Travel Subsidies:

Travel subsidies to delegates from Asian countries excluding North-East Asia may be considered. Kindly indicate the subsidy required in the Registration Form.
Target Groups/Expected Participants: 30

-Active youth leaders who are interested in the globalization, and hope to be involved in the YMCA “Global Citizenship” movement in Asia.  
-Those who can communicate in English

<Appeal especially to China and Korea>

In the 3rd China-Japan-Korea YMCA Peace Forum, we agreed to place the Summer Training Program in Tozanso as “Peace Forum for Global Citizenship”, one of the next steps of the Peace Forum which has been continued for 5 years.

We sincerely request that youth leaders from China and Korea to participate in this program. We believe it will be a place where we consider our role to be fulfilled for the realization of peace on a global scale as well as in North East Asia.

Registration

Registration form and short report, duly endorsed by the National council are expected to reach the National Council of YMCAs of Japan before 10 June 2009.

Please write about the following in 1200 words on the second page of the registration form.
1. Please choose one topic out of four, “multicultural society”, “peace”, “sustainable development”, and “poverty and economic gap”, and write about how your YMCA addresses it.

2. Your ideas on how you, your YMCA, and your community should address that issue from now on.

3. What you would like to learn in this program. 
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