THE YMCA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE CAMP
IN EARTHQUAKE STRICKEN AREA 2009

Background: 

On May 12, 2008, a devastating earthquake hit Wenchuan County of Sichuan Province.  Some regions in Sichuan, as well as in the neighboring provinces of Shan’xi and Yunnan were also affected. This is a tragedy which caused numerous deaths, injuries and loses of people’s properties.  

Immediately after the earthquake, members and professions of the YMCAs and YWCAs in China started relief work with donations and public fundraising efforts. We got strong support from the YMCA/YWCA international community, both in immediate relief work and work for community rebuild.

A year has passed.  How’s the life of the people in the earthquake areas?  Have they recovered from the shadow of the earthquake?  These are the concerns of the YMCAs and YWCAs in China, as well as abroad.  The past 12 months have witnessed the love and care from the YMCA and YWCA young volunteers through their volunteer services to the people in the earthquake areas.

“2009 Service Camp of International Young Volunteers to People in the Earthquake Areas” is a project co- initiated by the National Committee of YMCAs of China, Xi’an YMCA, Chengdu YMCA & YWCA.  70 young volunteers will be invited from local YMCAs on China mainland, Hong Kong, Macao and from Japan and Korea for this event.

Objectives:

1. Work among teenagers in the earthquake stricken areas in Sichuan and in Shanxi through sports, games and group work.  Let the youngsters feel the love and care from the YMCA family; and to establish confidence for the future. 

2. Get the participants involved in the planning, organizing and implementation of the project for the promotion of better understanding and interaction among young volunteers. It will also serve as a process for uplifting the awareness of social responsibility and for team building among the participants.

3. Provide services to the mobile exhibition of Xi’an – Nara YMCA Children’s drawing in the earthquake areas with expressions of love and care.

4. Exposure to the Chinese culture both in Chengdu and Xi’an; Exposure to the wild environment for pandas, thus to uplift the awareness for wildlife protection.

Host YMCA: National YMCAs of China
Cooperative YMCAs: Xi’an YMCA 

  Chengdu YMCA & YWCA

Participate YMCAs: National YMCAs of Japan, National YMCAs of Korea, Nara YMCA of Japan, Hong Kong Chinese YMCA, Marco YMCA
Service Sites: Xi’an--Jin Jiaping Primary school in Ning Qiang County, Shanxi Province
            Chengdu--Jian Di Junior High School and Social Welfare Centre in Shi Fang County, Sichuan Province

Target group/Expected Participants: 
24 from Mainland China, 12 form Japan, 12 from Korea, 12 from Hong Kang and 10 from Marco. YMCA youth volunteer leader aged 18-30 years old, who are interested in Serve to people in earthquake stricken area, and those who can communicate in English with participants.
Language: Chinese and English

Participation fee: 1,640.00 R.M.B/per person
Theme: Joy Love Friendship ---- Y Youth Volunteer Service 

Service Object: 
Serve 190 students aged 6-12 years old in Jin Jiaping Primary School in Ning Qiang County, Shanxi Province; serve 250 students aged 12-15 years old in Jian Di Junior High School and 100 elderly people in Social Welfare Centre in Shi Fang County, Sichuan Province.
Tentative Itinerary:

1st August (Sat.)

    Whole day-- Arrival and Check in (be expected to arrival Xi’an before 16:30)

      Evening-- Icebreaking, orientation

2nd August (Sun.)

     Morning-- Program orientation, training program for service camp
    Afternoon--Culture exposure (Xi’an Museum, Da Yan Pagoda)

     Evening --Training program, preparing meeting for next day
3rd August (Mon.)
     Morning--Culture exposure (Terra –Cotta warriors & horses Museum)
    Afternoon--Move to Ning Qiang County, Han Zhong City, Shaanxi Province by bus (about 5 hours by bus) 

     Evening--Orientation for local situation 

4th August (Tue.)
     Morning--Opening Ceremony for “The YMCA International Service Camp in Earthquake Stricken Area 2009” and “Xi’an—Nara YMCA Children’s Calligraphy & Art Touring Exhibition” (30 minutes)
             Outdoor activity 1: Culture game or folk dance (Japanese YMCA responsible for)

             Outdoor activity 2: Sports match game (China-Xi’an YMCA responsible for)
                    (each item is 60 minutes)
       Noon--Home visiting and have lunch with students’ family

   Afternoon--Indoor activity 1: Hand crafts making, local customs introduction (Korea YMCA responsible for)
             Indoor activity 2: Hand crafts making, local customs introduction (Hong Kong Chinese YMCA responsible for)

                    (each item is 60 minutes)

    Evening--Team leaders meeting (including each delegation leaders and team leaders)

5th August (Thu.)

    Morning--Outdoor activity 1: Culture game or folk dance (Korea YMCA responsible for)

            Outdoor activity 2: Sports match game (Marco YMCA responsible for)
                    (each item is 75 minutes)

   Afternoon--Observing to “2009 Xi’an—Nara YMCA Children’s Calligraphy & Art Touring Exhibition” (Xi’an—Nara YMCA responsible for) (60 minutes)
             Indoor activity: Theme Painting Activity by each group (teach kids to make a painting with a theme) and presentation for the painting by group (2 hours)
             Closing Ceremony for Jin Jiaping Primary School Service Camp (30 minutes)

    Evening--Team leader meeting

6th August (Fri.)

    Morning--Public service (clean the classrooms, cleaning the playground etc.)
       Noon--Move to Shi Fang, Sichuan by bus (6 hours by bus)

    Evening—Team leader meeting

7th August (Sat.)

    Morning--Outdoor activity 1: Culture game or folk dance (Hong Kong Chinese YMCA responsible for)

             Outdoor activity 2: Sports match game (Marco YMCA responsible for)

                      ( each item is 60 minutes)

   Afternoon--Indoor activity: Hand crafts making, local customs introduction (Japanese YMCA and Korea YMCA responsible for) (60 minutes)
             Observe the Earthquake site of Chuan Xin Dian of Shi Fang city 
    Evening--Team leader meeting

8th August (Sun.)

    Morning--Service program for elderly people (90 minutes)

            Play game, performances, chatting with elderly etc. (China—Chengdu YMCA responsible for)
   Afternoon--Observe the Si Chuan Panda Breeding and Protection Park
             Visit Chengdu YMCA
    Evening--Prepare for the farewell party by each group
9th August (Mon.)

    Morning--Observe Yin Xiu Town, one of the worst-hit Earthquake site in Wen Chuan County 

of Si Chuan Province
   Afternoon--group activity (prepare for the farewell party, shopping, city tour, sightseeing, etc.)

    Evening--Farewell party

10th August (Tue.)

    Whole day--check out and departure
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